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Life Sciences Pennsylvania, along with 16,000 biotech and pharmaceutical 
professionals from more than 5,000 companies, gathered June 4-7 in Boston for 
the 2018 BIO International Convention, hosted by the Biotechnology Innovation 
Organization (BIO). During the conference, attendees participated in networking 
sessions and presentations spanning over 25 therapeutic categories across a 
variety of topics, such as innovation, vaccines, gene therapy and precision medicine. 

Life Sciences PA hosted various activities at the Pennsylvania Pavilion, including 
a Cellicon Valley meet-up, which featured a cocktail hour with cheesesteaks and 
an electronic bike raffle sponsored by Philadelphia-based company Junto Bikes. 
Attendees even got to witness MassBio CEO, Bob Coughlin, donning an Eagles jersey 
after losing a Super Bowl wager earlier this year.

As biotech continues to grow and evolve, Life Sciences PA looks forward to 
welcoming thousands of life sciences companies from around the world for next 
year’s convention, which will be hosted in Philadelphia, the heart of Cellicon Valley.

PA LIFE SCIENCES REPRESENTED AT 2018 
BIO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

L S PA  PAV I L I O N  A T  B I O  -  J U N E  4 - 7  -  B O S T O N ,  M A

Bob Coughlin, MassBio & Chris Molineaux,  
Life Sciences PA

Learn more about @LSPA -  
The Life Sciences Center.

lifesciencespa.org/the-life-sciences-center

WE’RE BACK TO OUR 
ORIGINAL ADDRESS! 

http://www.lifesciencespa.org/connect/events/bio-international-2018/
http://www.lifesciencespa.org/the-life-sciences-center/
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THANKS TO OUR PA PAVILION 
SPONSORS FROM 2018 BIO 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION  

 

TOURISM & CONVENTION BOARD

PHILADELPHIA | PENNSYLVANIA

www.celliconvalley.com

WHERE THE NEXT GENERATION OF 

MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGHS ARE HAPPENING

MORE THAN $450 million 
ALREADY INVESTED IN PHILADELPHIA 
IN advanced cell and gene 
therapy manufacturing  

PHILADELPHIA | PENNSYLVANIA

www.celliconvalley.com

CELLICON VALLEY  
MARQUEE OUTSIDE  
THE BOSTON  
CONVENTION CENTER
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A D V O C A C Y
ADVOCACY DAY

The Life Sciences Pennsylvania advocacy team led more than 
90 guests May 22 through the halls of the Pennsylvania Capitol 
building in Harrisburg for 2018 Advocacy Day. The attendees 
were representative of the Commonwealth’s diverse life 
sciences community.  

This event affords LSPA members a chance to meet state-elected 
officials from throughout Pennsylvania and provides them with 
an opportunity to share stories about the organization they 
represent, the exciting research they are undertaking, and what 
that research means for Pennsylvania’s economy and, more 
importantly, its patients. Speaking directly with legislators is 
the most effective way to ensure that our Commonwealth’s 
elected leaders continue to support and incentivize growth in 
the life sciences.

Thank you to all of our members who were able to participate 
in this year’s Advocacy Day, and a special thank you to all the 
legislators and their staff members who took the time to meet.  
LSPA looks forward to building upon those conversations in the 
coming year and beyond.

RARE DISEASE DAY

Almost a year after Pennsylvania Governor Wolf signed into law legislation to establish a Rare Disease 
Advisory Council, members of that council joined patients with rare diseases and caregivers from across the 
Commonwealth to recognize Pennsylvania’s Rare Disease Day on June 19.

Life Sciences Pennsylvania has been a proud partner in organizing Rare Disease Day in the state capitol, and 
LSPA was honored to work with the National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD), Kristin Smedley with 
the Curing Retinal Blindness Foundation, Marie Conley with The Conley Cushing’s Disease Fund and many 
other tireless advocates on this year’s event.

This event is held annually to raise awareness of the issues and problems facing those diagnosed with and 
those innovating for rare diseases. A rare disease is defined as a disease that affects one in 200,000 individuals. 
In Pennsylvania, it is estimated that 1.2 million people are living with a rare disease.  

The day began with a press event in the rotunda that 
featured state legislators, like Rep. Marcy Toepel and 
Sen. Lisa Baker who lead the charge in support of Act 14; 
inspiring stories from patients living with a rare disease; 
and offerings of hope from scientists working to develop 
the next rare disease therapies and cures. Following the 
press event, the attendees had an opportunity to meet 
with state legislators and their staff to share their stories 
of resilience, persistence and hope that underscore 
the importance of the Rare Disease Advisory Council, 
express their support for policies that raise awareness of 
patients living with rare diseases and promote research 
and development.

A sincere thank you to NORD, the rare disease advocates, 
and all the legislators that participated in this year’s 
successful event.

Steve Grabicki, Chief of Staff to Sen. Andy Dinniman

Rep. Mark Longietti & 
Christian Manders

PA State Capitol

Rare Disease Day 2018
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POST -PR IMARY UPDATE FOR THE PENNSYLVANIA 
CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION

Pennsylvania voters went to the polls May 15 to elect the candidates they want to represent their party in 
the November general election. Given the inordinately high number of resignations and retirements in the 
Pennsylvania congressional delegation, Life Sciences Pennsylvania thought it would be helpful to exhibit all 
of the federal races in the list below. As you can see, there are seven open seats in this year’s election, and 
LSPA is working with its Federal Policy Committee to host ‘Meet & Greets’ with candidates in those districts 
as appropriate. 

(REDRAWN) 
DISTRICTS

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

U.S. SENATE        D Bob Casey, Jr. (incumbent) R Lou Barletta

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES   *Open seats

A D V O C A C Y

DEMOCRAT CANDIDATE 

Scott Wallace

Brendan Boyle (incumbent)

Dwight Evans (incumbent) 

*Madeleine Dean

*Mary Gay Scanlon

*Chrissy Houlahan

*Susan Wild

Matt Cartwright (incumbent)

*Denny Wolff

George Scott

Jessica King

Marc Friedenberg

*Brent Ottaway

*Bibiana Boerio 

Susan Boser

Ronald DiNicola

Conor Lamb

Mike Doyle (incumbent)

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE

Brian Fitzpatrick (incumbent)

David Torres

Bryan Leib

*Dan David 

*Pearl Kim 

*Greg McCauley

*Marty Nothstein

John Chrin

*Dan Meuser

Scott Perry (incumbent)

Lloyd Smucker (incumbent)

Tom Marino (incumbent)

*John Joyce

*Guy Reschenthaler 

Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson (incumbent)

Mike Kelly (incumbent)

Keith Rothfus (incumbent)

No challenger
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STATE BUDGET RECAP

We are pleased to report the Pennsylvania House and Senate passed a budget June 22 that the governor 
subsequently signed into law – more than a full week before the expiration of the current budget agreement. 
The 2018-2019 budget represents a $718.9 million increase in spending over last year’s budget, bringing the total 
spend to $32.7 billion. More information on several of our policy priorities can be found below:

• Funding for the Life Sciences Greenhouses ($3,000,000) and for the Ben Franklin Technology Development 
Authority Fund ($14,500,000) remained the same as last year’s budget. 

• The Research and Development Tax Credit remains fully supported. In the previous fiscal year, 41 Life 
Sciences Pennsylvania member companies were awarded more than $13 million in R&D Tax Credits. These 
tax credits are critical to our members, large and small.

• Financial support for our state-supported academic members remained stable. 

• The Keystone Innovation Zones are funded at the 2017-2018 level.

Thank you to the Life Sciences PA State Policy Committee for shaping LSPA’s policy priorities in Harrisburg 
and for its ongoing engagement on these issues. These budget items comprise LSPA’s highest state legislative 
priorities, and we would like to thank our legislative champions in the Life Sciences Caucus and Pennsylvania’s 
legislative leadership for fostering an economic environment that nurtures our scientists and innovators.

MULT I -S TATE  CONGRESSIONAL BR IEF ING ON PAHPA

Life Sciences Pennsylvania was proud to partner with other state life sciences industry associations May 14 to 
host a briefing for congressional staff on the Pandemic and All Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA). PAHPA, 
initially passed in 2006, established the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) to 
protect the public against chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear and pandemic influenza threats. As Congress 
considers the reauthorization of PAHPA this year, LSPA wants to thank Senator Bob Casey for his leadership in 
this effort, as we know several of our member companies benefit directly from BARDA funding. In fact, BARDA 
has supported advanced research and development of more than 190 potential medical countermeasures for 
various threats – from influenza vaccines to emerging infectious diseases like Ebola and Zika.

STATE SENATORS DINNIMAN AND MENSCH 
MANUFACTURING INIT IAT IVE

The two Senate co-chairs of the state Life Sciences Caucus, Senator Andrew Dinniman and Senator Bob Mensch, 
held a press conference in April to announce the 21st Century Manufacturing Innovation and Reinvestment 
Deduction Act. The event was held at Merck & Co. in West Point, Pennsylvania, and provided an overview of 
the legislation, which was adopted as Act 43 in 2017, and its importance to Pennsylvania manufacturers. This 
incentive will permit manufacturers making capital investments in excess of $100 million to claim a deduction 
against their taxable income. As a follow-up to this successful piece of legislation, Senators Mensch and 
Dinniman have introduced a similar bill for smaller projects that Life Sciences Pennsylvania  will monitor in the 
state legislature.  

Expert panel on Pandemic and All Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA)
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BLUEPRINT ON DRUG PR IC ING AND R IGHT TO TRY

The issues of drug pricing and access to life-saving medicines have been widely discussed in Washington, D.C. 
over the past year. Two policies have been put forth to address those issues, one by the Trump Administration 
and another by Congress. 

President Trump and U.S. Health and Human Services secretary Alex Azar on May 11 laid out “American Patients 
First: Blueprint to Lower Drug Prices and Reduce Out-of-Pocket Costs.” The plan calls for measures to reign 
in the high list prices set by pharmaceutical manufacturers, rising out-of-pocket costs for patients and foreign 
countries “freeloading” off American investment and innovation. Among a list of proposals, the blueprint 
makes some nuanced reforms to Medicare Parts B and D, furthers FDA’s recent efforts to bring generic drugs 
to market, and works through diplomacy and trade negotiations to stop countries from utilizing price controls 
to keep the costs of medicines low.  

Also of interest to Life Sciences Pennsylvania member companies is the recently passed, and subsequently 
signed into law, Right to Try Act. It was signed into law on May 30 and will allow patients and families facing 
terminal illnesses to circumvent the FDA entirely with access to investigational medical products outside of 
the clinical trials process. Life Sciences Pennsylvania has serious concerns about the false hope this bill may 
give to patients and their families. The FDA, through its expanded access program (also called “compassionate 
use”), already authorizes over 99% of the requests it receives from patients.

LSPA will monitor both of these initiatives as they are implemented and will keep its members apprised of any 
developments.

BIO FLY- IN

Life Sciences Pennsylvania and a number 
of its members were pleased to take 
part in the Biotechnology Innovation 
Organization (BIO) Legislative Day Fly-
In in Washington, D.C. Held each year 
in mid-April, this advocacy opportunity 
focuses on the public policy priorities 
that are important to growing the 
biotechnology industry throughout 
the country. Pennsylvania was well-
represented on Capitol Hill, with three 
groups meeting directly with members 
of congress and/or their staff. This year’s 
discussion topics included the ways in 
which the industry is working to combat 
the opioid crisis, preserving Medicare 
Parts B and D and strengthening 
intellectual property protections.

Pennsylvania company leaders meet with Sen. Pat Toomey



7 |  THE  LSPA  NEWSLETTER ,  Q2  2018

We Work for Health Pennsylvania, which is co-chaired by Life Sciences Pennsylvania CEO Chris Molineaux, 
held a discussion on drug pricing with patient advocacy groups and other industry stakeholders entitled: 
Let’s Talk About Costs: Drug Supply Chain Costs in Context. The discussion was meant to give attendees 
an overview of how the complex drug supply chain works, and to candidly answer questions about this 
sometimes-contentious topic. Giving the overview was Saumil Pandya, deputy vice president, policy and 
research at the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA).

WE WORK FOR HEALTH –  DRUG PR IC ING DISCUSSION

MEDICARE PART  D CHANGES

The Bipartisan Budget Act that Congress passed in February 
fundamentally changed Medicare Part D and, in 2019, will 
permanently shift insurance companies’ current coverage gap 
liability to pharmaceutical manufacturers. The amount of liability 
shifted to manufacturers is 20 percent, which brings the total 
manufacturer gap liability to 70 percent and leaves insurers 
bearing essentially no risk above the initial coverage limit.  Most 
disturbing, however, is this stunt provided no relief whatsoever to 
patients covered by Part D who are also now approaching a cost 
cliff that will increase out-of-pocket expenses by roughly $1,500 
from 2019 to 2020 before reaching the catastrophic threshold.

Life Sciences Pennsylvania is thankful to many members of 
Pennsylvania’s congressional delegation – co-led by Congressman 
Mike Kelly (PA-03) – that signed on to letters to House leadership 
expressing their concerns over these changes. Nine members of 
the delegation signed onto letters protecting Medicare Part D, 
which has consistently performed below cost estimates and has 
a high satisfactory rating among its beneficiaries.

Congressman Mike Kelly (R-03)

Saumil Pandya of the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA)
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The second annual Pittsburgh Life Sciences Week took place April 16-20, 
2018. This week-long series consists of innovation forums covering a wide 
range of current and emerging topics in the life sciences.

During Pittsburgh Life Sciences Week, Life Sciences Pennsylvania, in 
partnership with Biomedical Breakfast, held a panel for 100 medical device 
C-level executives, entrepreneurs, and researchers at Buchanan Ingersoll 
& Rooney’s Pittsburgh office. The panel, “MedTech Business Development,  
What’s the Future?”, included Nicholas Pachuda, Johnson & Johnson; 
Rob Brown, DSM Biomedical; and Michael Probst, Teleflex Medical.  It was 
moderated by Craig G. Cochenour R.Ph., J.D., Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, 
and focused on global medical device business development and how 
companies of all sizes can successfully navigate that process.

E V E N T S
MEDTECH BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PANEL  
AT LIFE SCIENCES WEEK 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND INVESTMENT EXECUTIVES DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF 
GLOBAL MEDICAL DEVICES

Pharmaceutical industry leaders gathered at the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center April 24-26 for the 2nd Annual CPhI North America Conference to 
learn more about pharmaceutical drug manufacturing, outsourcing, R&D, 
drug delivery, supply chain and bio-manufacturing. 

During the conference, Life Sciences Pennsylvania CEO, Chris Molineaux, 
moderated a fireside chat featuring Usman (Oz) Azam, president and CEO 
of Tmunity Therapeutics; Patrick Dentinger, president and CEO of Absorption 
Systems; and Alan Moore, commercial chief of biologics at WuXi AppTec.

Panelists discussed the outlook for precision medicine and its impact on 
manufacturing sciences and product/process development. They also 
discussed how PA’s “Cellicon Valley,” coined by Tmunity Therapeutics  
co-founder, Bruce Levine, in response to Philadelphia’s stronghold on gene 
and cell therapy development, is advancing the life sciences.

While discussing cell and gene therapy, Dentinger mentioned that 
Philadelphia companies are delivering breakthrough, next-generation 
medicines. He noted last year’s FDA approval of its first gene therapy, 
developed by Pennsylvania-headquartered Spark Therapeutics, and 
Adaptimmune Therapeutics’ development of the first SPEAR-T cells for a 
patient at its facility at the Navy Yard in South Philadelphia. 

WuXi AppTec’s Alan Moore added, “There are incredible logistics. The 
capabilities here and the tech here are big drivers. WuXi wouldn’t be 
investing hundreds of millions of dollars if this was the wrong location.” 

CELLICON VALLEY PRESENCE AT  
CPHI NORTH AMERICA MEETING
LEADERS SHARE HOW PHILADELPHIA REGION IS 
ADVANCING LIFE SCIENCES

“There are incredible logistics. The 
capabilities here and the tech here 
are big drivers. WuXi wouldn’t 
be investing hundreds of millions 
of dollars if this was the wrong 
location.”

Panel: MedTech Business Development, What’s the Future? 
in Pittsburgh, PA

Chris Molineaux, Life Sciences PA; Usman (Oz) Azam, 
Tmunity Therapeutics; Patrick Dentinger, Absorption 
Systems; Alan Moore, WuXi Apptec

CPhI North America Meeting

ALAN MOORE, Commerical Chief of 
Biologics, WuXi AppTec
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More than 40 attendees gathered for a Medical Device Regulatory Education 
event held May 3 at the Sheraton Valley Forge Hotel and sponsored by 
NAMSA. At this intimate education event, Carla Wiese, principal medical 
research scientist at NAMSA, covered topics spanning global regulatory 
pathways and how to plan for successful submissions, to FDA trends and 
guidance for the industry. Immediately following the education event, 
attendees were invited to join Life Sciences Pennsylvania to kick off the 2018 
Spring Social, held down the hall in the Sheraton ballroom.

The Spring Social is one of LSPA’s top rated events for casual networking 
and connecting with colleagues, both old and new. It is a great opportunity 
to facilitate new connections between the diverse make-up of LSPA’s 
membership in a stress-free and fun environment.

Following up on last year’s success, the theme was Welcome to the Derby! 
Outside to greet 320 life sciences professionals was a friendly face from Easy 
Rider Stables – Ripkin, the horse! While sipping fresh mint juleps, attendees 
were able to meet with 30 exhibiting organizations ready with fun games 
to play to win MedTech money. Guests were also encouraged to place bets 
on the horse races happening on the big screen in the ballroom – in hopes 
of winning one of the grand prizes, Phillies game tickets and an Army/Navy 
game package.

Life Sciences Pennsylvania hosted more than 20 companies for Start-Up 
Stadium – Advice from the All-Stars May 23, which focused on how to 
navigate the BIO International Convention, taking place just weeks after in 
Boston, MA.  The day began with a networking lunch and transitioned to 
a navigating BIO roundtable discussion, led by Joanne Duncan and Nareg 
Sagherian of BIO, Chris Yochim of NIIMBL and Craig Fraser of Windtree 
Therapeutics.

After learning what to expect at BIO, company representatives split off 
to either practice their company pitches in private “expert studios” with 
representatives from Ballard Spahr, Ernst & Young, Pepper Hamilton, and 
Tunnell Consulting, or give their presentation in the “stadium” with the  
“all-stars” and other attendees in the audience, while moderated by Pine 
Hill. Industry all-stars included Ivan Gergel, Brian Halak, Chris Yochim, Steve 
Yoder, Mahmood Ladha, Barbara Schilberg, Chris Cashman, Sue Dillon, Mike 
Lark and Bob Radie. The day concluded with a networking reception.

START-UP STADIUM - ADVICE FROM THE ALL -STARS
PREPARATION FOR BIO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

MEDICAL DEVICE REGULATORY EDUCATION PROGRAM &  
2018 SPRING SOCIAL
LIFE SCIENCES GATHERING WITH A DERBY THEME

SUPPORTED PATIENT ADVOCACY EVENTS

To learn about upcoming events in 2018, see page 15 or visit http://www.lifesciencespa.org/connect/events/

West Pharmaceuticals Services, Inc. with Ripkin the Horse

PHL Life Sciences, a division of the Philadelphia 
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Vallon Pharmaceuticals presenting at Start-up Stadium - 
Advice from the All-Stars

EVENTS
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M E M B E R S H I P

After more than two years in development, six regional health 
systems in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, including Drexel, 
Einstein, Geisinger, Main Line Health, Thomas Jefferson 
and Atlantic Health System, have formed the Partners in 
Innovation, Education, and Research (PIER) Consortium™. 
PIER is a nonprofit clinical research consortium to accelerate 
the development of new treatments in the Philadelphia region. 

Through this collaboration, the consortium, whose members 
already have access to millions of patients, aims to further 
expand access and address current challenges in clinical trials 
to bring new treatments to market faster. PIER is also looking 

at innovative ways to conduct clinical research by involving 
apps and other digital health technology. 

The consortium is already in discussions with Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals about a clinical trials contract.

“It can take decades to prove a medication or other treatment 
is safe and effective for a particular disease, which can be 
too late for many patients seeking treatment,” said Dr. David 
Whellan, senior associate provost for clinical research at 
Jefferson and the chief operating officer of PIER. “Our vision is 
to advance patient care in the moment, and improve quality of 
life and outcomes in the future.” 

TandemLife, a Pittsburgh-based company focused on 
advanced cardiopulmonary temporary support solutions, was 
acquired by global medical technology company, LivaNova 
PLC, April 4. Under the terms of the agreement, LivaNova paid 
$200 million to TandemLife at closing with an additional $50 
million to be paid based on specified regulatory milestones. 

LivaNova’s chief executive officer Damian McDonald notes 
that the acquisition of TandemLife – developer of the world’s 
first FDA-cleared short-term extracorporeal circulatory 
support platform – allows his company to “complement our 
portfolio with a complete set of solutions for Extracorporeal 
Life Support and Percutaneous Mechanical Circulatory 
Support. Expanding our existing line of cardiopulmonary 
products will advance patient care options and improve 
quality of medical care.”

TANDEMLIFE ACQUIRED BY LIVANOVA
ACQUISIT ION EXPANDS SUPPORT OF CARDIOPULMONARY CARE

PIER CONSORTIUM ESTABLISHED FOR  
CLINICAL TRIAL SYSTEM IN PA AND NJ
PARTNERSHIP BROADENS ACCESS TO  
CL INICAL TRIALS TO ACCELERATE  
TREATMENT DEVELOPMENT 

Danforth Advisors expanded its practice to Philadelphia to 
provide accounting, finance support and strategy for life 
sciences and healthcare companies in the region. 

“Philadelphia is an ideal location for us to expand. We’re 
seeing a remarkable number of companies emerging with 
promising sciences, and we can put the accounting, financial 
and business operations in place to help them advance,” said 
Daniel E. Geffken, co-founding managing director of Danforth 
Advisors. 

According to JLL Research, Philadelphia is increasingly home 
to both early- and growth-stage life science companies. The 
rise in this industry is attributed to many factors, including 

significant lab space expansion, $900 million in 2016 NIH 
funding, renowned academic and research institutions, a 
growing number of incubators, and a surging population of 
millennials and Bachelor’s degree holders to propel the local 
life sciences industry.  

“We’re happy to welcome Danforth Advisors to the local 
ecosystem, which continues to attract first-rate service 
providers to help our member companies grow and ultimately 
bring breakthrough science to the marketplace,” said 
Christopher Molineaux, president and CEO of Life Sciences 
Pennsylvania. “Given their experience and impressive roster 
of clients, Danforth will no doubt become a reliable source for 
local companies seeking finance support.” 

DANFORTH ADVISORS LAUNCHES PHILLY PRACTICE   
F INANCIAL SERVICES TO ADVANCE L IFE SCIENCES  
AND HEALTHCARE COMPANIES IN PHIL ADELPHIA REGION
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The FDA on May 1 approved  a second indication for Kymriah, a cancer drug developed by researchers at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Abramson Cancer Center in collaboration with Novartis. In addition to its indication for advanced leukemia, Kymriah is 
now indicated for the treatment of adult patients with relapsed or refractory diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL) who are ineligible 
for autologous stem cell transplant. This approval makes Kymriah the first CAR T-cell treatment to gain a second FDA approval. 

DLBCL is the most common form of non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, accounting for up to 40 percent of all cases. About 55 percent of 
patients with DLBCL achieve and maintain complete remission after first-line therapy, but roughly one-third of patients relapse. 

Liz Barrett, CEO of Novartis Oncology, said the company is “grateful to Penn for their leadership and to the courageous patients who 
participated in the clinical trials that have advanced Kymriah to be one of the most exciting technologies ever developed to fight cancer.” 

The Henry L. Hillman Foundation gave a $2 million grant to LifeX, an initiative started by the University of Pittsburgh and others 
to advance the life sciences industry and research in the Pittsburgh region by providing expertise, capital and working space to 
new companies. 

The grant was announced on April 17 during a ribbon-cutting ceremony and reception in honor of its new space on Penn Avenue 
in Pittsburgh’s Strip District. 

Dr. Dietrich Stephan, CEO of LifeX, said the grant would go to programs and the hiring of staff at LifeX. As of May, LifeX had 12 
companies in its portfolio, which is estimated to grow to 30 companies in the next year. 

Recognizing the lack of integrated, specialized pediatric drug 
development resources and infrastructure to conduct clinical 
trials, Exton-based KinderPharm LLC and Worldwide Clinical 
Trials, which has a large office in King of Prussia, formed a 
strategic alliance to deliver the world’s first single center 
of excellence for pediatric drug development and clinical 
research. 

“This strategic alliance between KinderPharm and Worldwide 
Clinical Trials represents a truly synergistic relationship 
between our two organizations,” said Dr. Martin Graham, 
president and CEO of KinderPharm. “The collaboration brings 
together an exceptionally talented and experienced team who 
possess a deep knowledge of pediatric drug development 
with insights and solutions to the challenges of conducting 

clinical trials in children. Combining this talent with cutting-
edge approaches to pediatric trial design through the use of 
advanced computer-based modeling and simulation together 
with access to a global clinical trials infrastructure will be of 
immense benefit for our clients and patients alike.” 

Pharmaceutical sponsors will now be able to seamlessly 
conduct all aspects of pediatric drug development, from 
inception of the initial regulatory plan, to product registration 
and approval. All services will be led by an expert team of 
experienced pediatricians, clinical and medical monitors, 
regulatory affairs professionals, non-clinical scientists, 
program managers, statisticians, rare disease specialists and 
pharmacokinetics, along with a clinical trials infrastructure 
operated by industry professionals in more than 60 countries.

MEMBERSHIP

KYMRIAH BECOMES FIRST CAR T-CELL TREATMENT  
TO GAIN SECOND FDA APPROVAL     
NOVARTIS AND THE UNIVERSIT Y OF PENNSYLVANIA PROVIDE  
NEW TREATMENT OPTION FOR NON-HODGKIN’S LYMPHOMA 

HENRY L. HILLMAN FOUNDATION GIVES $2M TO LIFEX   
GRANT TO BOOST P ITTSBURGH REGION L IFE SCIENCES  
INDUSTRY AND RESEARCH TO SOLVE UNMET HEALTH NEEDS

KINDERPHARM LLC AND WORLDWIDE CLINICAL TRIALS  
FORM STRATEGIC ALLIANCE     
ALL IANCE TO SUPPORT ALL  ASPECTS OF PEDIATRIC  
DRUG DEVELOPMENT 
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Janssen Biotech entered into a definitive agreement to 
acquire BeneVir BioPharm, a privately-held biopharmaceutical 
company focused on cancer immunology. 

BeneVir uses a proprietary technology to engineer oncolytic 
viruses, a new class of therapeutic agents that can be tailored 
to specifically attack, replicate within and destroy tumors. 
The platform complements Janssen’s immune-oncology 
research, which is focused on novel immunotherapies and 
combinations that may improve treatment outcomes for 

patients. Janssen intends to advance BeneVir’s pre-clinical 
candidates as standalone therapies and in combination with 
other immunotherapies for the treatment of solid tumor 
cancers such as lung, prostate and colorectal cancers. 

“Oncolytic viral immunotherapy holds exciting potential 
in the treatment of solid tumors through the priming and 
augmenting of an anti-tumor immune response,” said Dr. 
Peter Lebowitz, global therapeutic area head for oncology 
for Janssen Research and Development. 

The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), a 
public-private partnership funded in part by the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, is providing up to $56 million to Inovio 
Pharmaceuticals to support the company’s pre-clinical and clinical 
testing of INO-4500, Inovio’s Lassa fever vaccine, and INO-4700, 
its Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) vaccine. 

“Epidemics don’t respect borders; they destroy lives and 
devastate economies and we need to move swiftly to prepare 
for them,” said Richard Hatchett, CEO of CEPI. “Partnering 

with Inovio is a considerable move to forward CEPI’s vaccine 
portfolio and developing a global insurance policy against 
these diseases.” 

The company is developing the vaccines in partnership with 
the Wistar Institute in West Philadelphia, Laval University, the 
National Institute of Health’s Rocky Mountain Laboratories, 
U.S. Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases, 
VGXI/GeneOne Life Science and the International Vaccine 
Institute. 

Vesper Medical Inc., a Wayne-based medical device developer, 
completed a $10.5 million round of venture capital funding to 
further advance its device for minimally invasive peripheral 
vascular procedures to treat deep venous disease.

 “Venous intervention has been long underserved as a place for 
innovation but is now at a growth inflection point as the next 

major category in the peripheral vascular market,” said Dr. Justin 
Klein, a partner at New Enterprise Associates and member of the 
Vesper Medical Board of Directors. 

Vesper Medical plans to use this funding to complete the 
development and clinical testing of its Vesper Duo Venous Stent 
System designed to open obstructed or narrowed veins. 

MEMBERSHIP

JANSSEN BIOTECH SIGNS DEAL TO BUY  
MARYLAND IMMUNOTHERAPY ALLIANCE  
IMPROVING TREATMENT OUTCOMES AND  
IMMUNOTHERAPIES FOR SOLID TUMOR CANCERS

INOVIO SECURES $56M IN FUNDING FOR VACCINE CANDIDATES 
COALITION FUNDING TO ADDRESS GLOBAL HEALTH CHALLENGES OF  
EMERGING INFECTIOUS DISEASES

VESPER MEDICAL RECEIVES $10.5M IN  
VENTURE CAPITAL FUNDING FOR DEEP VENOUS DISEASE 
FUNDS TO SUPPORT DEVELOPMENT AND CLINICAL TESTING OF  
MEDICAL DEVICE 

SHARE YOUR UPDATES

Want to be featured here? Forward news articles, event recaps, or announcements to  

Liz Murnane at emurnane@lifesciencespa.org to be considered for our next issue.

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
LIFESCIENCESPENNSYLVANIA

@LIFESCIENCESPA @LIFESCIENCESPA LIFE SCIENCES PENNSYLVANIA

https://www.facebook.com/Life-Sciences-PA-216732951680097/
https://twitter.com/lifesciencespa
https://www.instagram.com/lifesciencespa/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pennsylvania-bio?trk=company_logo
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Philadelphia gene therapy company Spark Therapeutics 
sold its rare pediatric disease priority review voucher to Jazz 
Pharmaceuticals for $110 million. The voucher can be used by the 
company to receive an accelerated review of any subsequent 
new drug application. 

Companies become eligible for the voucher when they receive a 
rare pediatric disease designation for a new drug candidate, and 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) allows such vouchers 

to be sold as an incentive to get biopharmaceutical companies 
to pursue new therapies for rare pediatric conditions. 

A Jazz spokesperson said the company has not yet decided on 
its plans for the voucher but that it could accelerate the review 
of one of its own candidates or a future asset from its corporate 
development efforts, while Spark plans to reinvest the capital 
into its research and development programs, including its 
pipeline of investigational gene therapies. 

Rockland Immunochemicals chief science officer Dr. Carl  
Ascoli testified April 18 to a committee at the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine during 
the third of six public sessions on Reproducibility and 
Replicability in Science. The committee was comprised 
of 15 experts who assess and identify scientific areas that 
need more information regarding issues of replication and 
reproducibility, as well as areas that lack information, to 
ultimately make recommendations to Congress that can 
affect government funding. 

Dr. Ascoli participated in the “Industry Perspective” panel 
session, saying, “While data irreproducibility of life science 
research tools has been reported to be caused by faults in 
study design, biological reagents, protocols, data analysis and 

reporting, a disproportionate amount of media attention has 
focused on biological reagents including cell lines, antibodies 
and animal models.” 

Others who testified challenged whether a “crisis” of 
reproducibility exists, especially when considering that much 
of research performed results in the collection of high quality 
data that sufficiently supports and reproduces scientific 
claims.

Once the committee has heard testimony during the 
remaining public sessions, they will deliberate and complete 
their investigations, followed by a written report that will be 
issued to Congress with an assessment of current activities to 
improve reproducibility and replication.  

Harmony Biosciences, headquartered in Plymouth Meeting, 
received Breakthrough Therapy and Fast Track designations 
from the FDA for its investigational product, pitolisant. 
Breakthrough Therapy designation has been granted for 
pitolisant for the treatment of cataplexy in patients with 
narcolepsy, and Fast Track designation has been granted for 
the treatment of excessive daytime sleepiness in patients 
with narcolepsy and the treatment of cataplexy. 

The designations signify FDA’s interest in the development 
of pitolisant and provide Harmony the ability to request a 
rolling new drug application (NDA) submission, as well as the 
potential for expedited review. 

In conjunction with receiving two designations, Harmony also 
began enrolling patients in the Pitolisant Expanded Access 
Clinical Evaluation (PEACE) program. This is an open-label 

Expanded Access Program (EAP) meant to provide treatment 
with pitolisant to adult patients with excessive daytime 
sleepiness associated with narcolepsy with or without 
cataplexy. The program is open to all qualified healthcare 
professionals and patients who meet the inclusion/exclusion 
criteria. 

“I am pleased that Harmony Biosciences is making this 
program available while working on the NDA, as the data 
suggest that pitolisant could represent a new treatment 
option which is much needed for our patients with narcolepsy,” 
said Michael Thorpy, M.D., professor of neurology at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, director of the Sleep-Wake 
Disorders Center at Montefiore Medical Center in New York, 
and principal investigator on the EAP for pitolisant.

MEMBERSHIP

SPARK THERAPEUTICS SELLS $110M VOUCHER  
TO JAZZ PHARMACEUTICALS    
PA COMPANIES GAIN ADVANTAGE IN RARE PEDIATRIC DISEASE 

ROCKLAND CSO TESTIFIES ON SCIENTIFIC  
REPRODUCIBILITY ISSUES   
PA CSO PRESENTS DURING INDUSTRY PERSPECTIVE PANEL SESSION

HARMONY BIOSCIENCES RECEIVES BREAKTHROUGH THERAPY  
AND FAST TRACK DESIGNATIONS FOR PITOLISANT  
INVESTIGATIONAL TREATMENT TO ADDRESS UNMET NEED FOR  
PATIENTS WITH NARCOLEPSY
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LSPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS APPOINTS 
10 NEW BOARD MEMBERS

14 |  WWW.L I FESC IENCESPA .ORG

M I C H A E L  E .  
B O Z I K ,  M . D .    

President and CEO
Knopp Biosciences LLC

L I A M  J .  
K E L L Y    

President and CEO
Teleflex

R A C H A E L  M .  
B U S H E Y    

Partner and Chair of Life Sciences
Pepper Hamilton LLP

P E T E R  K .  
M I L L E R    

CEO
Optinose

J A S O N  
F R E D E R I C K    

Partner
Ernst & Young LLP

A D E L E  
O L I VA    

Co-Founder
1315 Capital

A N D R E W  
G R E E N S P A N ,  M . D .   

Vice President,  
U.S. Medical Affairs  
Janssen Immunology

D E N N I S  ( D E N N Y ) 
W I L L S O N   

CEO
ITF Pharma, Inc.

S T E P H E N  A .  
J A N N E T T A    

Partner
Morgan Lewis

M O N T E 
W I L T S E    

President and CEO
Fujirebio Diagnostics, Inc.

http://www.lifesciencespa.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors/
http://www.lifesciencespa.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors/
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18-1524           TL          6/18                        

The Fisher Scienti� c part of Thermo Fisher 
Scienti� c — the world leader in serving 
science — offers unrivaled choice and value 
to Life Science PA members. 

We are your premium provider of:

• Lab Consumables, supplies, and equipment

• Laboratory Equipment

• Scientifi c Instruments

• Life Science Tools

And value-added services

For special offers and featured product 
collections go to: www.fi shersci.com/lspa

Enabling 
Innovation

Tee Off for T-Cells 4th Annual 
Golf Tournament
July 13, 2018 | Philipsburg, PA

24th Annual Lupus Links Golf 
Tournament
July 16, 2018 | Lafayette Hill, PA

World Castleman Day (#CDday)
July 23, 2018 | Virtual Global Event 

1st Annual Pink Shoe Gala for 
the PA Breast Cancer Coalition 
August 2, 2018 | Doylestown, PA

UMDF Energy for Life Walkathons
Fall 2018 | Nationally-held events

Western Pennsylvania Unite for 
Bleeding Disorders Walk, Run 
for Their Lives 5k, and Cornhole 
Tournament
September 15, 2018 | Pittsburgh, PA

Fresh a Fare Farm Dinner
September 16, 2018 | Delmont, PA

AACR Water Station – Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Philadelphia
September 16, 2018 | Philadelphia, PA

21st Annual Walter E. Brandon 
Sickle Cell 5K Walk/Run
September 22, 2018 | Philadelphia, PA

Epilepsy Foundation Eastern PA’s 
30th Annual Charley Roach Golf 
Invitational

September 25, 2018 | Phoenixville, PA

Amyloidosis Foundation 3rd 
Annual Pittsburgh Amyloidosis 
Research Benefit
October 26, 2018 | Coraopolis, PA

Greater Philadelphia Walk to 
Defeat ALS
November 3, 2018 | Philadelphia, PA

Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes
November 3, 2018 | Philadelphia, PA

2018 Philadelphia Walk to End 
All Alzheimer ’s
November 10, 2018 | Philadelphia, PA

Pink, Purple, Strength and Unity; 
A Conference for Survivors and 
Forever Fighters 
November 17, 2018 | Philadelphia PA

 

SUPPORTED PAT IENT ADVOCACY EVENTS

For more information about 
these and other upcoming 
events, please visit  
www.lifesciencespa.org/
connect/events/
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http://www.lifesciencespa.org/connect/events/
http://www.lifesciencespa.org/connect/events/
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Carl June, MD, was named one of the 2018 TIME 100, the magazine’s annual 
list of the 100 most influential people in the world. This recognition honors 
Dr. June for his pioneering work in developing CAR T therapy, which became 
the nation’s first FDA-approved personalized cellular therapy for cancer 
in August 2017. At this year’s Life Sciences Pennsylvania Annual Dinner, 
Dr. June was awarded the Scientific Achievement Award for his research 
into CAR T-cells. He was also a previous recipient of the LSPA Hubert J.P. 
Schoemaker Leadership Award.

DR. CARL JUNE  
NAMED ONE OF  
TIME MAGAZINE’S  
100 MOST INFLUENTIAL   
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E
O C T O B E R  2 9 - 3 0 ,  2 0 1 8

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR THE L IFE SCIENCES
COMMUNITY OF THE MID-ATLANTIC REGION

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

VISIT:  WWW.LIFESCIENCESFUTURE.COM

SAVE THE DATE
OCTOBER 29-30, 2018

PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION CENTER
PHILADELPHIA, PA

http://www.lifesciencesfuture.com
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ALLERGAN PLC  

ARO BIOTHERAPEUTICS  

ATGC   

BIOENTREPID  

BIOMOTIV  

BRAEBURN  

BVI AMERICA, LLC  

DANFORTH ADVISORS, LLC  

EMERSON RESOURCES INC.  

LIFEX VENTURES  

ORBIT BIOMEDICAL  

OTSUKA AMERICA PHARMAEUTICALS INC.  

OXTHERA INC. 

PACE ANALYTICAL LIFE SCIENCES, LLC  

PAREXEL   

PHILIPS  

PMI  

POTTSTOWN AREA INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT  

REASON RESEARCH  

SINO BIOLOGICAL US INC.  

STRANEXA BIOPHARM COMMERCIALIZATION 
CONSULTANCY, LLC  

TAXMATRIX  

TRANSO-PHARM USA LLC  

VALLON PHARMACEUTICALS INC.  

VESPER MEDICAL, INC.  

WESTERN ONCOLYTICS LTD  

 www.interphasesystems.com

BioPharmDevices BioPharmInsight

SPECIAL  WELCOME TO OUR Q2 NEW MEMBERS

2018 DIAMOND MEMBERS
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CHRISTOPHER P. MOLINEAUX 
President & CEO 
cmolineaux@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 203

KAREN DELONE 
Senior Vice President &  
Chief Operating Officer 
kdelone@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 210

SOPHIE ALMY 
Senior Director & Chief Administrative 
Officer 
salmy@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 218

ADVOCACY

CRAIG L. TUCKER  
Vice President, Policy and Public Affairs 
ctucker@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 205

KURT IMHOF  
Senior Director, Policy and Public Affairs 
kimhof@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 211

OPERATIONS

BETTY PIKE 
Accountant 
bpike@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 207

LAURA NIKORAWALLA 
Office Manager 
lnikorawalla@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 201

PROGRAMS

MOLLY CORRIGAN 
Programs Manager 
mcorrigan@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 206

MELISSA CALLUM 
Programs Manager 
mcallum@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 208

MEMBERSHIP

PATRICK HAYAKAWA 
Director, Member Relations 
phayakawa@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 202

PAUL KORNBLITH 
Director, Western Pennsylvania 
pkornblith@lifesciencespa.org  
412-770-1637

ANNE HART 
Manager, @LifeSciencesPA 
ahart@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 204

LOIS STEPHENS 
Membership Services Coordinator 
lstephens@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 209

COMMUNICATIONS

LIZ MURNANE 
Communications Coordinator 
emurnane@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 217

JEFFREY ARMSTRONG 
Summer Intern 
jarmstrong@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 212

 

THE L IFE  SCIENCES PENNSYLVANIA TEAM
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